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Creature Classification 

Stages 4-5 - Student Activities 

A. Invertebrates 
• Classification is the grouping of objects or living things based on their similarities or 

differences 
• Invertebrates are animals without backbones  
• Keys can be used to help classify living things 

 
Go to the Birds and Insects exhibition on Level 2. The insects and other invertebrates are in 
the display cases located around the inner edge of this exhibition. These cases are 
numbered to help you find particular displays. Press the light button at each case to help 
you see. 
 
1. For the following nine invertebrates complete the table. 
 
 

Common 
name of 
animal 

Species 
name of 
animal 

Display 
case 

number 

Diagram of animal Number 
of legs 

Snail  4   

Dragon Fly  7   

Cicada  14   

True Fly  21   

Centipede  33   

Millipede  33   

Scorpion  34   

Funnel Web 
Spider 

 41   

Yabbie  44   
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1. Arthropods are a type of invertebrate with a skeleton on the outside of their body and 
jointed legs. Which of the above animals are not arthropods?  
HINT: There’s only one! 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. One effective way of classifying arthropods is based on the number of their legs. Classify 

the invertebrates from the table above by completing the key below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Here is a key for four species from display case 14. Go to this display case and have a 

close look at how it was done.  
 
 

Key Example 
 
For the species  
• Thopha saccata 
• Macrotristria sylvara 
• Cyclochila australasiae 
• Macrotristria intersecta 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Small in 
size 

Macrotristria 
intersecta 

Macrotristria 
sylvara 

Cyclochila 
australasiae 

Thopha 
saccata 

Large 
in size 

Green in 
colour 
 

Many 
silver hairs 
on body 

Few visible 
hairs on 
body 

Brown in 
colour 

Four invertebrates from 
Display case 14 

Insects 
 

Examples: 
___________ 
___________ 
___________ 

 

Spiders 
 

Examples: 
__________ 
__________ 

Crustaceans 
 

Examples: 
Yabbie 

 

C_______ 
 

Example: 
_________ 

M_________ 
 

Example: 
_________ 

Arthropods 

1 pair of 
legs per 
body 
segment 

2 pairs of 
legs per 
body 
segment _______legs _______legs  _______legs 
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5. Now go to one of the following display cases (36, 8, 11, 17, 24, 25) and create your own 
simple key in the box below for four of the invertebrates. Often there are no right and 
wrong answers to producing a key, so choose whichever characteristics you like. 
 
Some suggestions are: 

• Colour 
• Antennae size 
• Markings on the body 
• Hair etc. on animal 
• Size 

 
 

Key Title: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Species identified: 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
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